Syllabus — Fall 2025
Introduction to Forensic Crime Analysis (ANTH 357.001/851)
Prerequisites: ANTH 212 (Human Evolution and Prehistory), CRMJ 254 (Introduction to Criminal
Justice), or SOCI 101 (Introduction to Sociology)

Instructor: Dana D. Kollmann

Office Location: LA3333

Office Phone: 410-704-2350

Email address: dkollmann@towson.edu

Office Hours: MW 12:00 — 2:00 or email me to set up a virtual appointment

Course Classroom: LA 3329 (William Michael Hogan Memorial Laboratory)

Class Meeting Time: MW 12:30 — 1:45 (Section 001) and Tuesday 2:00 — 3:15 pm (section 851)

Course Overview

Archaeologists and crime scene investigators face the similar task of documenting data in its entirety
before permanently removing it from its temporal, geographical, and spatial contexts. This course
emphasizes the similarities in the documentation and recovery procedures and provides students with
practical experience in crime scene documentation. The interdisciplinary aspects of the forensic sciences
are demonstrated through a variety of lecture topics including evidence law, expert testimony, crime
scene analysis, death investigations, latent prints, trace evidence, firearms and tool marks, impression
evidence, forensic anthropology and archaeology, and forensic computer examinations.

Learning OQutcomes
Among other things, by the end of the semester students will be able to:
e Demonstrate a basic understanding of Frye, Daubert, and the Federal Rules of Evidence as they
pertain to the admissibility of scientific evidence.
Evaluate items of evidence and select appropriate latent print processing techniques.
Identify basic fingerprint patterns and the minutiae that constitute their individuality.
Articulate the basic packaging techniques for different types of evidence including glass, soil,
hair, accelerants, latent prints, and human tissue.
e Apply Locard’s Theory of Exchange and the concept of class and individual characteristics to the
daily routine of forensic crime analysis.
e Demonstrate an understanding of the operation of firearms and identify different types of
firearms, ammunition, and ammunition components.
e Articulate the role of the forensic anthropologist and the forensic archaeologist in forensic
investigations.

Required Reading Material
Kollmann, Dana D.
2016 Forensic Science: Introduction to the Crime Scene. Kendall Hunt: Dubuque, IA.

Recommended Reading Material
Payne-James, Jason, Richard Jones, Steven Karch, and John Manlove
2012 Simpson’s Forensic Medicine, 13+ Edition. CRC Press: Boca Raton, Florida.

Avrticle readings are listed at the end of this syllabus. They are available electronically on the
Cooklibrary.towson.edu site. Additional online reading material may be assigned in class.



Grading - Pick your Poison
Midterm  No more than 65 points/percent
Final Any value
Journal 1 No more than 5 points/percent
Journal 2 No more than 5 points/percent
Quiz 1 No more than 12 points/percent
Quiz 2 No more than 12 points/percent
Total must be 100
Yes - you may omit entire grade components if you choose

Default Grading Values

35% Mid-term examination

30% Final examination

20% Journal questions (10 points x 2 journals=20%)
15% Quizzes (7.5 points x 2 quizzes = 15%)

The grading scale is as follows:

Grade Percentage Range
A 93%-+

A- 90-92.99%

B+ 87-89.99%

B 83-86.99%

B- 80-82.99%

C+ 77-79.99%

C 70-76.99%

D 60-69.99%

F 0-59.99%

Mid-Term Exam

The midterm exam will test your knowledge and understanding of the assigned readings and lecture
topics covered during the first half (approximated) of the semester. These topics may include evidence
law, expert witness testimony, death investigations, crime scene documentation, fingerprints, and trace
evidence. The format of the exam may include true-false, multiple choice, fill-in the blank, short-answer,
and photo identification questions. You may also be tested on assigned readings, including textbook
chapters and the articles listed at the end of this syllabus.

Final Exam

The final exam will test your knowledge and understanding of the assigned readings and lecture topics
covered in the second half (approximated) of the semester. These topics may include firearms and
toolmark analyses, range of fire determinations, impression evidence, bloodstain pattern analysis, forensic
anthropology and archaeology, and forensic odontology. The format of the exam is the same as that
described for the mid-term. You are also responsible for assigned readings. The final is not necessarily
cumulative, although testable material builds upon information presented earlier in the semester.

Quizzes

Two quizzes are administered throughout the semester: one before and one after the midterm. The quizzes
test your understanding of lecture material and may contain true/false, fill in the blank, and short answer
guestions. The quizzes test only that material presented since the previous quiz or exam. The quizzes are
not cumulative and do not contain questions from assigned readings. Quizzes are administered at the
beginning of class. Latecomers will not be allowed to extra time to complete the quiz.



Journal Questions

I will post two journal questions to the course blackboard site.; one before and one after the midterm.
Your responses should be well thought out demonstrate a strong comprehension of course material. You
are to refer to outside sources in the development of your responses and citations, in appropriate format,
are absolutely required. These should be formally written, proofread responses using appropriate
grammar. All parts of the questions must be addressed. Answers that are only a few sentences are entirely
insufficient. | will post the questions by noon on Wednesday and your responses are due by 5pm Friday.
Late responses will not be accepted.

Article Readings

The first five Journal of Forensic Science readings will be tested on the midterm exam, the second five
readings will be tested on the final exam. Articles are available electronically on the
Cooklibrary.towson.edu website. If you have trouble accessing the articles electronically, do not email
me. Instead, contact the library. Remember, if you are accessing the library from an off-campus location,
you must first sign into the library using your username and ID before you will be able to access
resources.

Attendance

Class attendance is not mandatory; however, a significant amount of material will be missed for every
class that you fail to attend. You are responsible for obtaining all information that you miss. I will not
email copies of class notes, details of lectures, PowerPoints, or instructions for assignments or papers. Do
not come to my office hours and ask me to go over what was missed. You must get this information from
a classmate.

Missed Exams/Quizzes/Assignments due to Religious Holidays, University Sponsored Events or
Sporting Occasions

Religious absences are excused, but prior notification is required at least ONE WEEK in advance of your
leave. Failure to provide advanced notification will result in an automatic score of “0” for quizzes, tests
and assignments. Submission of assignments after an absence will not be accepted. Assignments must be
submitted prior to the student’s absence. You may not take quizzes or exams earlier than the scheduled
date.

Examination/Quiz Make-Up Policy

If you are experiencing an emergency or are ill and cannot make an exam or quiz, no make-up will be
given without a notification from the Office of the Vice President for Student Affairs. | understand that
unexpected events occur, such as a flat tire on the way to school. In cases such as these, I require proof of
the emergent event, such as a AAA receipt. If you miss a quiz or an exam, you MAY NOT be present
when we review the answers. Failure to comply with this will prohibit you from taking a make-up. If
administered, your make-up quiz/exam will be different from that administered to your classmates and
may be entirely essay. Scheduled doctor’s appointments, tests, or procedures do not exempt you from a
quiz or exam. If a student fails to appear for a scheduled make-up test, the grade of “0” will be recorded.

Assignment Make-Up Policy

No assignments or extra credit will be accepted late given that you know the due dates from the first day
of the semester. Failure to submit an assignment on the specified due date, at the specified time will
result in a score of “0.” Handwritten submissions are unacceptable and will result in the score of “0.” Due
to computer virus threats, | will NOT open any documents that you send via email. | will not print your
assignments, nor will | staple them. I will not pre-read your submissions. Most of your work will be
submitted through Blackboard, so this should not present a problem.




Laptop Computers, Cell Phones, Smart Watches and Recorders

Use of electronic devices is not allowed in class. Each offense may result in a 2-point deduction from
your final grade, and you being asked to leave class. Exceptions may apply for those with documented
disabilities.

Classroom Etiquette

In the classroom, you are expected to be respectful and refrain from extraneous conversations, laughing,
passing notes, etc. You are also expected to stay awake and not complete assignments or readings for
other classes. Failure to comply will result in a one-point deduction from your final grade for each
offense.

Communications

I will try to respond to all email communications within 24 hours. Please keep in mind that emails sent
after hours, over weekends, or while | am out of town (i.e., a conference) may have a longer response
period. You must communicate using your Towson email account and you are expected to check your
account regularly for pertinent information pertaining to class. Please check the syllabus for the answer to
your question prior to contacting me.

Laptop Computers/Recording Devices
Laptops are not permitted for use in class. Lectures may not be recorded in any form or using any type of
media. Exceptions may apply for those with documented disabilities.

Lab Policy
For purposes of protecting your well-being, the equipment, and the collections curated in the lab, food

and drink are absolutely prohibited. Failure to comply could result in a laboratory citation from the
University’s Environmental Health and Safety team and/or the State of Maryland. Food containers, travel
mugs, bottles, etc. must be inside your packs or you will be asked to leave them outside of the room.
Failure to comply will result in a one-point deduction from your final grade for each offense.

Pregnancy
At varying levels, those enrolled in my all of the classes | teach are exposed to chemicals, lead, and other

things that may pose a potential risk to a developing fetus. If you are pregnant or think you may be
pregnant, please see me immediately. | have paperwork that you will need to review with your physician.

Computer Reliability

A fully operable computer and reliable internet is necessary for this course should we resume Zoom
sessions. Computer and internet problems (including log in issues and uncertainty about where to find
assignments) will not be accepted as valid reasons for your failure to complete work on time. It is
expected that you have identified an alternate computer that can be used should you experience technical
problems.

End of Semester Responsibilities

Should there be a discrepancy in the final grade that | have awarded you and the grade that you feel you
should have received, you will need to submit all graded assignments and exams to me for follow-up
review. Without these documents, a change in your awarded grade will not be considered.

Extra Credit

I will add one point to your final grade if you go on a ride along with a police officer, attend an open wet
lab at Anatomy Gifts Registry (AGR), and/or fire a weapon at a shooting range during the current
semester. | may mention other opportunities in class, and you may approach me with other possibilities.




You are responsible for making all arrangements. I will require proof of the ride along (the officer’s
business card and a write-up of your experience) range (the receipt and a write up of your experience),
and AGR (certificate of completion and a write up of your experience).

All extra credit documentation is to be uploaded to Blackboard by the date and time of the last class (not
the exam). The extra credit must be completed during the current semester (a ride along completed for
another class during a previous semester will not count). Experiences obtained as part of a job or
internship will not count. Students charged or under investigation for an academic integrity violation may
not submit extra credit assignments.

Blackboard

Some course material is posted on the Blackboard site. The majority of the Powerpoints are not posted for
reasons of confidentiality. You are responsible for checking the Blackboard site and your Towson email
account regularly for course announcements.

Letters of Recommendation

I do not take recommendation requests lightly, as they are a reflection of myself, the department, and the
University. Consequently, I have very specific requirements that must be met before | will provide a
favorable recommendation. These include having completed a minimum of two classes with me and
passing with at least the grade of B. For written recommendations, | require a description of the
program/job to which you are applying, your degree progress report, your career aspirations, how the
programs to which you are applying will help you meet your career goals. You must waive your right to
review the letter. I will only mail references to schools - meaning | will not give them to you. I require
one month’s notice for letters.

Disability and Support Services

Students who have, or suspect that they might have, a disability should seek services through Disability
Support Services. Students must be registered with DSS and receive written authorization to obtain
disability-related accommodations. The office is located at 7720 York Road, 410-704-2638. Please note
that if you take your exam at DSS, you will not have the opportunity to ask questions during the exam,
see potential images in color (as | will not email DSS my exams), or have the opportunity to see items
that are passed around during the exam (you will have to answer the relevant questions using drawing or
diagrams).

Inclement Weather/ Canceled Classes
It is possible that classes would be canceled. In this event, anything scheduled will occur the next time the
class meets. In the event class is cancelled, notification will be posted on Blackboard.

National Disaster Medical System/ Disaster Mortuary Operational Response Team (DMORT)

I am a member of federal team that is deployed in the event of a mass fatality situation. As stated on the
Public Health Emergency website (www.phe.gov; accessed 1/19/2013), “The National Response
Framework (NRF) utilizes the National Disaster Medical System (NDMS), as part of the Department of
Health & Human Services, Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response (ASPR), Office of
Preparedness and Operations (OPEQ), under Emergency Support Function #8 (ESF #8), Health and
Medical Care, to provide victim identification and mortuary services.” We are deployed in a manner
similar to the National Guard and are protected under the Uniformed Services Employment and
Reemployment Rights Act (USERRA). In the event of a deployment, | will likely have little to no notice
and will be absent for a period of time not to exceed two weeks. If this happens during your semester with
me, | will likely have some lecture material posted online, arrange guest speakers, have my AULE show
relevant DVD’s and disseminate a series of critical thinking assignments. Any quizzes or exams may be
proctored or possibly postponed until my return.



http://www.phe.gov/

Academic Integrity

The faculty of the Department of Sociology, Anthropology & Criminal Justice expects students to
demonstrate academic integrity at all times. Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated in any class.
Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, any form of cheating or unapproved help on an exam
or academic exercise, copying someone else’s written work without citation, presenting fabricated
information as legitimate, any unauthorized collaboration among students, or assisting someone to cheat
in any way. Penalties for academic dishonesty are determined by the individual faculty member. The
minimum penalty in for academic dishonesty in this class is receiving a zero on the assignment; however,
this penalty is typically reserved for failing to cite sources (yes, this is an academic integrity violation).
Deliberate efforts to cheat on quizzes and exams will result in a failing grade for the course. Students who
are charged with academic dishonesty must remain enrolled in the course and cannot withdraw.
Instructors will file a report of academic dishonesty with the Office of the Student Conduct and Civility
Education, the Dean of the College of Liberal Arts, and to the Chair’s Office in the department. For more
information on academic integrity, see the TU Student Academic Integrity Policy
(http://catalog.towson.edu/undergraduate/appendices/appendix-f-code-student-conduct/) and the College
of Liberal Arts’ Academic Integrity and Appeals Information,
(https://www.towson.edu/cla/resources/academic.html).

We also encourage students to make use of campus resources to learn more about academic integrity and
how to avoid academic dishonesty, such as the resources provided by Cook Library and the Writing
Center (http://www.towson.edu/writingcenter).

Emergency Statement
In the event of a University-wide emergency, course requirements deadlines and grading schemes are

subject to changes that may include alternative delivery methods, alternative methods of interaction with
the instructor, class materials, and/or classmates, a revised attendance policy, and a revised semester
calendar and/or grading scheme. In the case of a University-wide emergency, please refer to the
following about changes in this course:

Course Blackboard Page

Email me at dkollmann@towson.edu

Call me at (410-704-2350)

Email Dianne Franklin (DFranklin@towson.edu) or call her at 410-704-2852.

For general information about any emergency situation, please refer to www.towson.edu, call 410-
704-2000, or utilize the TU Text Alert System: This is a service designed to alert the Towson
University community via text messages to cell phones when situations arise on campus that affect
the ability of the campus to function normally. Sign up:
http://www.towson.edu/adminfinance/facilities/police/campusemergency/

FIRST EXAM ARTICLE READINGS
Joong , Lee; Kim Hongseok, Kang Tae-Yi, and Yook Simub

Title: c ASE REPORT: Research on Detection Techniques for Pattern Modifications of Playing Cards
used in lllegal Gambling Operations.

Source: Journal of Forensic Sciences 68, no. 5 (2022): 1800-1807.


https://www.towson.edu/cla/resources/academic.html
https://outlook.towson.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f61fcab6bc1b4d3d87255ecde573383d&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.towson.edu
https://outlook.towson.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f61fcab6bc1b4d3d87255ecde573383d&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.towson.edu%2fadminfinance%2ffacilities%2fpolice%2fcampusemergency%2f

Vikas Premlal Meshram, Raghavendra Singh, Shekhawat, Sathish Ayyappan, Meenakshi Rao, Tanuj
Kanchan

Title: CASE REPORT: Homicidal Electrocution Disguised as an Accidental Death
Source:Journal of Forensic Sciences 68, no. 4 (2023): 1405-1409.

Manuela Bonizzoli, Maria Luisa Migliaccio, Laura Tadini Buoninsegni, Valentina Bugelli,
Vilma Pinchi, Martina Focardi
Title: A Case of Insect Colonization before Death

Source: Journal of Forensic Sciences (2017): 62(6): 1665-1667

Karasasi, Maria-Valeria, loannis, Kikolaidis, and Pavlos Pavlidis

Title: CASE REPORT: Death by Compaction in a Robotic Dumpster
Source: Journal of Forensic Sciences 68, no. 4 (2023): 1386-1392.

Pettigrew, Matthew
Title: CASE REPORT: Corpse Dismemberment and a Necrofetishist.
Source: Journal of Forensic Sciences 64, no. 3 (2019): 934-937.

SECOND EXAM ARTICLE READINGS
Alunni, Veronique, Coraline Cabusat-Mailliet, and Gerald Quatrehomme

Title: CASE REPORT: A Case of Multiple Self-Inflicted Stab Wounds of the Neck Captured
on Surveillance Video.

Source: Journal of Forensic Sciences 65 no.4 (2020): 1368 — 13770

Alawadhi, Abdullah, Constantine Eliopoulos, and Frederic Bezombes

Title: The Detection of Clandestine Graves in an Arid Environment using Thermal Imaging
Deployed from an Unmanned Aerial Vehicle

Source: Journal of Forensic Sciences 68, no. 4 (2023): 1286-1292



Wankhede, Ashesh Gunwantrao

Title: - ASE REPORT: A Unique Case of Direct Lightning Strike

Source: Journal of Forensic Sciences 67, no. 3 (2022): 1288-1293.

Modelli, Manoel E. S., Maciel S. Rodrigues, Bruno Z. M. Castro, Rodrigo S. Corréa

Title: CASE REPORT: Self-Induced Fatal Air Embolism: Accidental Autoerotic Death or Suicide?

Source: Journal of Forensic Sciences 58, no. 2 (2013): 261 - 261.

Otgaar, Henry, Antonietta Curci, lvan Mangiulli, Fabiana Battista, Elisa Rizzotti, Giuseppe Sartori

Title: CASE REPORT: A Court Ruled Case on Therapy-Induced False Memories

Source: Journal of Forensic Sciences 67, no. 5 (2022): 2022-2029.

PROPOSED LECTURE SCHEDULE (subject to change)
R — Reading; RR — Recommended Reading; RV — Required Video

WEEK 1 (8/25 and 8/27) Introduction to the Forensic Sciences/Evidence Law
R - Kollmann, Chapter 1
RR - Payne-James, et al., Chapter 1

WEEK 2 (9/1 and 9/3) Evidence Law
R - Kollmann, Chapters 1,2
RR - Payne-James, et al., Chapter 1
9/1 Labor Day — No class

WEEK 3 (9/8 and 9/10) Evidence Law
R - Kollmann, Chapter 2
RR - Payne-James, et al., Chapter 2
| am presenting at a conference on 9/11. Your assignment is to be determined.

WEEK 4 (9/15 and 9/17) Forensic Psychology/Death Investigations
R - Kollmann, Chapter 3
R - Dangerous Minds: Criminal Profiling Made Easy
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2007/11/12/dangerous-minds
RR - Payne-James, et al., Chapter 3

WEEK 5 (9/22 ad 9/24) Death Investigations/Review for Quiz
R - Kollmann, Chapters 4, 5
JOURNAL QUESTION #1 posts on 9/24 and is due on 9/26
QUIZ1-9/24



WEEK 6 (9/29 and 10/1) Death Investigations
R - Kollmann, Chapters 4, 5
RR — Payne-James, et al., Review Chapters 7, 8, 9, 11

WEEK 7 (10/6 and 10/8) Death Investigations
R - Kollmann, Chapters 4,5
RR - Payne-James, et al., Chapters 4, 5, 6
RV - Google: The New Detectives: Season 8 — Episode 18, “Coroner’s Investigation.”

WEEK 8 (10/13 and 10/15) Review for Midterm
10/15 - MIDTERM EXAMINATION

WEEK 9 (10/20 and 10/22) Forensic Archaeology/Anthropology
R — Kollmann, Chapters 6 and 7
RR — Payne-James, et al., Chapter 12

WEEK 10 (10/27 and 10/29) Forensic Archaeology/Anthropology

WEEK 11 (11/3 and 11/5)
(Forensic Archaeology/Anthropology
R — Kollmann, Chapters 6 and 7
RR — Payne-James, et al., Chapter 12

WEEK 12 (11/10 and 11/12)
R - Kollmann, Chapters 11

WEEK 13 (11/17 and 11/19) Fingerprints
R — Kollmann, Chapter 8
RR — Payne-James, et al., Chapter 10, 14, 15,
RV — Google YouTube Video, “Latent Hit of the Year, 2014.” (12:16 min)
RV — Google Forensic Files: Season 10 - Episode 11, “Strong Impressions.”
JOURNAL QUESTION #2 posts on 11/19 and is due on 11/21
QUIZ 2-11/19

WEEK 14 (11/24 and 11/26) Impression Evidence (Firearms & Toolmarks)
R - Kollmann, Chapters 9
11/26 NO CLASS - THANKSGIVING BREAK

WEEK 15 (12/1 and 12/3) Impression Evidence (Firearms & Toolmarks)
R — Kollmann, Chapter 9
RR — Payne-James, et al., Chapter 16, 17
RV — Google YouTube video “Inside the Crime Lab: Forearms Tool Mark Unit,” (3:21 min)
RV — Google YouTube video, “Ballistic Identification Technology” (4:23 min).
DUE 12/1 - Your point values for grading. Otherwise, you will be graded using the default.
Also, due is extra credit!!

WEEK 15 (12/8) Trace Evidence (Hairs, Fibers, Glass, Paint, Soil)
R — Kollmann, Chapter 10



RR — Payne-James, et al., Chapter 17
RV — Google Forensic Files: Season 7 — Episode 3, “Reel Danger”

FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE:

Section 001 (class meets M/W 12:30 — 1:45 — Exam is Friday, December 12 @ 12:30 — 2:30
Section 002 (class meets M/W 2:00 — 3:15 — Exam is Monday, December 15 @ 3:00 — 5:00

CROSS REFERENCE EXAM DATES LISTED IN THIS SYLLABUS WITH THE
UNIVERSITY’S POSTED EXAM SCHEDULE.

FSSO MEETING DATES (in CLA 3329 @ 3:30 — 5:30pm, the first Monday of every month)



